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Correspondence Course
                                                                        Lesson 9

Christ is my Strength & Provider – He helps me in every way!
Carefully read your lesson.
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Paul, as a prisoner, needed strength for each day.  He also had many other needs.  As he and other Christians prayed, the Lord supplied these needs.  Each day Christ gave him spiritual strength so he would write, “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth, me” (4:13).  His friends at Philippi sent money to buy other necessities, such as food and clothing.  In 4:10 he thanked the Lord and the friends at Philippi for their kindness to him.  In the 19th verse he assured them that God would supply all their needs, also.  This lesson will help you to see that Christ is your strength, provides all your needs and, therefore, will help you continually. 
A. Christ gives me strength, Phil 4:10-13.
[image: image3.wmf]Paul knew what it meant to be hungry, cold and thirsty.  The prison was damp, cold and dirty and he did not get enough to eat.  He was always chained to a guard.  Yet look at 4:11 to see what he has to say about all this.  “I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.”  Most of us have not learned that lesson!  Many Christians are upset, unhappy, and fretful because when they look around they see others who have nicer things: prettier clothes, better cars, more expensive homes and furnishings.  Sometimes a child blames his parents when he cannot have the same things as his schoolmates.
Of course you must be careful not to call laziness contentment.  For instance, should you be content to wear clothes that are not clean when you could look neat by using some time and energy to wash them?  Or should you be satisfied with poor grades in school if you could improve them by studying harder?  When you find yourself in circumstances that are hard and which you are helpless to change, you should turn the whole problem over to God in prayer and then be content as you wait for Him to solve the problem.  In a letter to Hebrew Christians Paul said, “Be content with such things as ye have for He hath said, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5).

In the last lesson there were two diagrams.  One showed what happens when you look only at your circumstances. The second diagram showed how God takes charge when you turn over your problem to Him in prayer.  There are so many “Can’t Christians.”  They can’t teach a Sunday school class, can’t speak in their young people’s group at church, can’t witness for Christ, can’t win a soul to Christ, can’t live for Him at school, at home, or at work.  It is just too hard, they say.  But when you look at Phil. 4:13 and still say, “I can’t,” it probably means, “I won’t,” or “I don’t want to.”


Don’t you want to say this verse with Paul?  “I am ready for anything through the strength of the One who lives within me” (Phillips’ Translation).
B. Christ provides all my needs, Phil. 4:14-19.

Paul could do without things and still be content but he was very happy when the Philippians sent him a gift.  Read again 4:10-18.  Paul needed what they had sent and God had supplied that need through them.  This gift made them partners with God in helping Paul.  You too can help in His work by giving to the church and by giving to God’s servants.  Have you ever personally given a gift to a missionary you know?

Maybe the Lord will ask you to be a missionary helper like she was.  Would you be willing?
Have you ever stopped to think of what a wonderful promise Phil. 4:19 is?  “But my God shall supply all your needs according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  This is what your lessons have been telling you.  “Christ is the answer to my every need.”  He is your Guide, your Life, your Courage, your Humility, your Example, your Master, your Reward, your Goal, your Joy, your Peace, your Strength, and your Provider.  All these and much more Christ is waiting to be to you. 

You have riches that shall not be taken away from you.  This treasure is yours because you have Christ as your Savior.  As you have studied Philippians, you have learned to use in your daily life the great riches found in “The knowledge of Christ Jesus.”  In this short Bible book Christ is spoken of about 70 times.  You now know so much more of what Christ can be to you and do for you.  Never forget – Christ is the answer to your every need!
Christ is the answer,




Christ is the answer,


He meets my every need;



When self and pride would rise;

He is my Peace, my Guide, my Growth

He keeps me humble, thoughtful, kind


As on His Word I feed.



As toward the Goal I strive

Christ is the answer,




Christ is the answer


When Satan tempts me sore; 


My Victory in the strife;

He gives me courage, strength and faith

He is my Joy, my Sure Reward


Love patience – even more!



My ALL – my very Life! –A.C.M.
(
Be sure to keep all your lessons in a notebook. 
Christ is my Strength and Provider

1. Though Paul was often hungry, chained to a guard in a cold, damp, dirty 

prison, he could say, “I have learned in whatsoever state I am therewith to be ______________________.”

2. Being content with dirty clothes and poor grades when you could change 

these things is being _________________.  Real contentment is doing the best you 

can with what you have; turning the whole p_________________________ over to _________________ in ___________________ and 

waiting for ________________________ to solve the problem.

3. When you look at Phil. 4:13 and still say, “I can’t,” it probably means 

“I ______________,” or “I ______________ _____________________ ____________________________.”

Please re-read Paragraph B and then answer the following: 

4. These lessons have been telling me Christ is the answer to my every need.  

In Phil. 4:19 (KJV) He is my:

________________________________
   ________________________________

________________________________
   ________________________________

________________________________
   ________________________________

________________________________
   ________________________________

________________________________
   ________________________________

________________________________
   ________________________________

5. The “knowledge of Christ Jesus” is great treasure and great riches and all this is mine 

and much more because I have Christ as my Savior.

_________ Yes

_________ No

6. In this short book of Philippians, Christ is spoken of about _______________ times.  

7. Never forget __________________________ is the answer to your ____________________ need!

8. I am in the ______________ grade.
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Jane’s parents were poor and could not buy her as many clothes as her friends.  She complained all the time about it and said she was ashamed to go to school, wearing the same clothes so often.  Margaret’s parents were poor too but she was a Christian.  She was thankful for what she had.  She washed and ironed her clothes regularly and kept them pretty and fresh.  Her schoolmates loved and admired her and finally chose her as president of the senior class.  The Lord gave Margaret grace and strength to be content and to do her best with what she had.





















































Bill and Pete sat side by side on the school bus.  Bill was a Christian.  Pete was unsaved.  Each day Bill would say to himself, “Today will talk to Pete about the Lord.”  But weeks went by and he still had not witnessed to Pete.  One morning he read the words in Phil. 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ which strengthenenth me.”  He believed this promise.  That morning Pete was saved.  Later Pete said, “I though you never would talk to me about the Lord.  I’ve been waiting for a long time.”


















































A girl, who was about twelve years old, gave a gift of $5.00 to a young missionary couple who were visiting in her home.  She did not know that at that time they had no money for food but were living on a box of chocolates which had been given to them.  The Lord knew their need and could use this girl because she was willing to sacrifice some of the money she had been saving up for herself.  





Name___________________________________   Date: ______   Phone # __________________ 


Mailing Address ______________________________ City_____________ State ____  Zip_______
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