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Correspondence Course
                                                                        Lesson 7

Christ is my Goal – He makes me strive for what is best!
Carefully read your lesson.
[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]Your goal as a Christian should be a willingness to let Christ continually have complete control of your life.  After Jesus takes control you will be using all your energy for Him, like a runner trying to win a race.  Christ will give the power, guidance and encouragement you will need for this race.  Notice especially these words in Phil. 3:12-21 (KJV): “attained,” “perfect,” “follow after,” “apprehend,” “reaching forth,” and “press toward the mark.”  Like a man running a race, you are to attain the perfection Christ has for you by following after and laying hold of it, by reaching forth and pressing toward the finish line.  The book of Hebrews says, “run with patience the race that is set before” you, “looking unto Jesus.”  He is the Author and Finisher of your faith – and of your efforts.  As you look by faith to Jesus He will make you strive for and receive the best in this life and great reward in Heaven.
A. With Christ in control, I will be a winner in life, Phil 3:7-17.
[image: image3.wmf]In your last lesson you had the start of the race.  You learned that your selfish pride and plans had to be laid aside.  Hanging on to these is like running a race with pockets filled with stones.  
[image: image4.wmf]Read again in Phil 3:5-9 the things Paul gave up to start running the thrilling race of living for and being like the Lord Jesus Christ.
[image: image5.wmf]Phil. 3:10-17 tells you how to run the race of Christian living.  It is not enough to have Christ as Savior.  He must be obeyed.  A runner must observe the rules. If these rules are obeyed, the person is much more likely to be a winner.  Jesus said, “Why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”  What He wants you to do is found in the Bible.  If you have decided to use your efforts, like an athlete, for God, and to obey Him, you are ready for instructions.  Some of the important rules for victorious Christian living will be found in Phil. 3:10-17.  Check yourself honestly and see if you are keeping all these rules.  One broken rule can mean a limping athlete. 

Read each Bible reference from Philippians in the following table first.  Then ask yourself the question after the reference and answer it in your mind or on a piece of paper.  Read the verse (or part of a verse) again, slowly and thoughtfully, thinking of the question and your answer.  Do not answer these questions on your answer sheet.  The questions for you to answer on your answer sheet are at the end of the lesson and on a separate sheet of paper.
	3:10a
	Do you try to “know” Christ better each day?

	3:10b
	What has happened in your life that only God’s “power” could do?

	3:10c
	When you must choose either sin or “suffering,” which is your choice?

	3:11
	Do you sometimes do things that you would be ashamed of if Christ came at the moment you were doing them?

	3:12a
	Are you satisfied with your progress in the Christian life?

	3:12b
	Is “Christ Jesus” satisfied with the progress you have made in your Christian life?

	3:13b
	Are you “forgetting those things” that are in the past or are you letting them defeat you? (I John 1:9)

	3:13c 
	Are you busy “reaching forth” and “pressing toward the mark,” making every effort daily to obey and to honor Christ in your life?

	3:14
	

	3:15
	Have you let God “reveal” something wrong in your life that He wants to change?  Have you let Him change it?

	3:16
	Are there any good things that you had “attained” (like daily Bible reading, daily prayer, and often speaking for Christ) that you do not do now?  Will you start them again?

	3:17
	What have you started doing since studying Philippians that proves you are running in the same direction Paul ran and therefore are one of his “followers?”


B. With Christ in control, I will not be defeated, Phil. 3:18, 19.
[image: image6.wmf]Read Phil. 3:18, 19 to see what is said about people who have the wrong goal in life.  No matter how fast they “run” they can never win God’s reward because they are running in the wrong direction.  One confused football player grabbed the ball and ran all the way to the wrong end of the field.  He crossed the goal line for the other team!  The people who live for selfish, worldly things are running away from God’s goal.  The end of their race, according to verse 19, is “destruction.”  You should be so thankful that God has saved you from running to the wrong goal.  He has saved you from sharing Satan’s doom which is the Lake of Fire forever.  Never take one step in the Devil’s direction.  “Press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (3:14). 
C. [image: image7.wmf]With Christ in control, I will always be ready for His return, Phil. 3:20, 21.

There will be a glorious finish to the race!  At any moment the trumpet of God may sound and your race will be over.  This will be Christ coming for you.  Phil. 3:20 tells you to be looking for His return as you run for Him daily.  Remembering that Christ may come at any time will help you live a pure life.  It also will keep you busy doing the things that please Him.  You don’t want to be ashamed of what you are doing when He comes.  Those who love their Lord are busy as they look for His return.  They attend church and Sunday school regularly, visit the sick, tell others how to be saved, pray and read the Bible daily and serve the Lord in many other ways.
[image: image8.wmf]To fix your attention on the uncertain things of this world instead of on Christ is disastrous.  
The cow, of course, moved around making the boy plow in different directions.  If you fasten your attention on wicked things, you will not be able to run straight for the goal.  

If you press on for Christ you will be fully rewarded.  Verse 21 tells of one of the very best things that every saved person will have when Christ returns.  He will give you a body like His own glorious body.  Many crowns and rewards will also be given to special kinds of winners.  Therefore, “press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”  Are you running well?  If you run like a winner you will be rewarded as a winner.

Christ is the answer to my every need!
(
Be sure to keep all your lessons in a notebook. 

Christ is my Goal

1. The Christian has C __ __ __ __ __ as his goal.

2. It is not enough to h __ __ __ Christ as Savior, He must be o __ __ __ __ __ .

3. Complete these headlines:

a) With Christ in control, I will be a _____________________ 

in life.  (Phil. 3:7-17)

b) With Christ in control, I will not be ____________________________.  

(Phil. 3:18, 19)

c) With Christ in control, I will always be _____________________ for His return.  

(Phil. 3:20, 21)

4. Some people are running in the wrong direction.  The end of their race is 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __. (Phil. 3:19)

5. Phil. 3:20 tells you to be looking for H __ __  R __ __ __ __ __ as you run 

for Him daily.

6. Those who love the Lord are busy as they look for His return.  

7. They attend ___________________ and _______________________ 

__________________________ regularly, visit the ____________________, tell 

others how to be ____________________, P_______________ and read the 

_________________ daily and serve the ____________________ in many other ways.

8. Nothing would please Christ more than for you to do as Paul did.  

Write out Phil. 3:14.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

9. If you r __ __ like a winner, you will be r __ __ __ __ __ __ d as a winner.

10. I am in the ________________ grade.

Return Answers to: Camp Grace, Attn: Bible Lessons, 145 Grace Drive, Fairmont, NC 28340
A gold miner was returning home.  He wore a belt with pockets on it that contained $35,000.00 worth of gold.  The boat he was traveling on sank.  A child, struggling in the water near him, was about to go down.  The gold around his waist was so heavy that, if he kept it, he could not have saved the child from drowning.  He unfastened his money-belt and let it sink to the bottom of the ocean.  Then he saved the child.  














One boy was told to fix his eyes on something at the other end of the field so he would plow straight.  The farmer came back later and found the furrows very crooked.  He asked the boy what he looked at and the boy replied, “A cow.”
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