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Correspondence Course
                                                                        Lesson 5
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In your last treasure hunt you found that Christ makes people humble.  You started being humble when you let Christ’s love and thoughts fill your heart and mind.  However, it should not stop there.  You should be humble enough to continually help people.  The lesson you are studying now teaches you to humbly serve the Lord by helping others.  Find and underline these words as you read Phil. 2:12-30 (KJV): “obeyed,” “work,” “do,” “shine,” “holding forth,” “run,” “laboured,” “sacrifice,” “service,” “Served,” “labour,” “fellow soldier,” “messenger,” and “ministered.”
A. How Christ can use me to help others, Phil. 2:12-16a.
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[image: image5.wmf]One of the greatest tests of your willingness to help others, and of your humility, is whether or not you obey (2:12a).  Those who obey God are the greatest help to others.  As you do things in obedience to God you are working out your salvation (2:12b).  This of course, is not working for your salvation.  Salvation is a free gift from God through faith in the finished work of Christ.  Recall and repeat Ephesians 2:8, 9.  Salvation is a work of God for man, not the work of man for God.  Paul is writing to those who are already saved.
What does he mean when he says “work out your own salvation?”  The words “work out” mean work down to the end, work on to the finish, carry out to the goal.  We say, “The student worked out a problem in arithmetic.”  We mean he worked out the problem to the end, until he got the right answer.  The end of your salvation is Christlikeness.  Through giving your life to Him, walking daily with Him, and obeying Him you become Christlike—you let Christ live in you and through you.
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As you read 2:12,13,15 notice that obedience (2:12a) to God who is working in you (2:13) makes it possible for you to have a shining, helpful testimony (2:15c).  If you humbly let Christ take control of your life as your master, you will be helpful to others.  Paul and all the other Bible writers tell you things to do to obey God.  Verse 14 is one of the important verses to be obeyed.  If never murmuring (gossiping) or arguing seems impossible, read verse 13 again and remember that there is nothing too hard for the Lord to do in and through you.  God hates “murmurings” (2:14) so much that He severely punished the children of Israel for murmuring (Numbers 14:26-29; I Cor. 10:10).  “Disputings” are arguments which, like murmurings, show that we are not obeying God’s Word and therefore, hurting rather than helping others.
In the next two verses (2:15, 16) you are told to “shine.”  This does not mean to show off.  It does mean being “blameless” and “harmless.”  You are to prove that you are a son or daughter of God by the way you live.  If you are “blameless” and “harmless,” people will have no reason to “rebuke” or complain about you.  They will “see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in Heaven.”
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Tina obeyed the word of God by being kind and forgiving and by telling someone how to be saved.  She was “holding forth the Word of life” (2:16).  The greatest help you can be to unsaved people is to tell them that they can be saved from hell and be ready for Heaven by repenting, believing and receiving Christ as their own personal Savior.

B. How Christ used Paul to help others, Phil 2:16b-18, 24.

How happy Paul was when he knew he had helped the Philippians (2:16b).  There was no sacrifice too great for him to make to help them spiritually.  He was even willing to die, if that would strengthen their faith (2:17).  When Paul wrote, “But I trust in the Lord that I also myself shall come shortly,” his reason for wanting to get out of prison was not a selfish one.  He wanted to visit his friends in Philippi so that he could help them (2:24).
C. How Christ used Timothy to help others, Phil. 2:19-23.
The rest of chapter 2 tells of two men who proved that the Lord Jesus Christ was their Master by the way they helped others.  The first one was Timothy.  He was obedient.  Paul planned to ask him to go to Philippi and was sure Timothy would go (2:19, 23).  Timothy was like a fireman, ready to go whenever needed.  Paul could send him to Philippi any time he wished.  

Timothy was also faithful.  If Paul sent him, he knew he would return with good news of Paul’s friends there (2:19b).  None of the others in Rome were as helpful as Timothy (2:20).  All the other Christians were more selfish than Timothy (2:21).  They could have been a great help to Paul and to many others if they had been unselfish enough to be obedient and faithful.

How different Timothy was!  He proved his love for Paul by serving God with him for many years.  Paul could count on him.  He was just like a son to him and this was a real comfort to Paul (2:22).  God wants you also to help others by being obedient, unselfish, loving and comforting.  Check the way you serve the Lord by Timothy’s service and let God correct the things in which you now fail.

D. How Christ used Epaphroditus to help others, Phil 2:25-30.
Though most of the Christians in Rome failed Paul, Epaphroditus, like Timothy, was a great help to him.  He had brought presents and news from Philippi to Paul.  He did so much for Paul that Paul called him his “brother,” his “companion,” his “fellow soldier,” and his minister (2:25).  He proved he was all of these and more.  Even when he became sick himself, Epaphroditus continued to help Paul (2:26, 27, 30).

Are you so eager to be of help to someone that you would be willing to sacrifice something that means a great deal to you?  Paul, Timothy, and Epaphroditus were willing to give up anything in order to help others.  God expects us to be like them.  He will help us to be like them.  But the decision is up to you.  “Choose ye this day whom you will serve” – self or God.

(
Be sure to keep all your lessons in a notebook. 
Christ is my Master

1. You start being humble when you let _________________ love and __________________

 fill your __________________ and _______________________.

2. Christ can use me to help others only if I am willing to ______________________.

3. Does arguing help or hinder others?  It ______________________.

4. God wants you to prove you are a son or daughter of God by the way you live.

True __________

False _________

5. How can you be the greatest help to an unsaved person?

a. by doing something nice for them

b. giving them money

c. tell them how they can be saved from hell and be ready for heaven by 

receiving Christ as their Savior.

6. Who loved the Philippians and wanted to get out of prison so he could help them? 

________________

7. How would you describe Timothy’s life in two words?

He was ___________________ and ____________________.

8. God wants you to help others too.  Name four ways given in this lesson.

1. ______________________________
3. _____________________________

2. ______________________________
4. _____________________________

9. Who did Paul call his brother, companion and fellow-soldier and minister?

E_________________________________

1.  Who do you want to serve? (Circle one)       Self          God

2.  I am in the ______________ grade.

Return Answers to: Camp Grace, Attn: Bible Lessons, 145 Grace Drive, Fairmont, NC 28340
Read Philippians 2:12-30. Keep your Bible open and study lesson carefully.











Tina was on her way to school.  As she passed Peter’s house he poked his head out of the door and shouted, “Teenie Weenie is so small, her mother hangs her on the wall!”  Tina blushed.  She was small for her age and felt like running away.  Just then a verse of Scripture flashed through her mind.  “Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another.”  Turning back she said, “I don’t care if you make fun of my name but I know a name you’ll love—it’s Jesus.  Let me tell you about Him.”  





























Name___________________________________   Date: ______   Phone # __________________ 


Mailing Address ______________________________ City_____________ State ____  Zip_______












3

