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Correspondence Course
                                                                        Lesson 3 

Christ is my Victory – He Gives Me Courage
Carefully read your lesson.
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As you dig into the book of Philippians the second treasure you find is Courage.  Read very carefully Phil. 1:12-30 KJV.  Notice the courage that Christ gave Paul.  This can be yours also.  Words to underline in your Bible in Phil. 1:12-30 are “understand,” “bold,” “without fear,” “know,” “boldness”, and “in nothing terrified.”  A girl at camp said, “Before I was saved I was afraid in the dark, but now that I am saved I’m not afraid.”  Study this lesson carefully.  It will show you how Christ can take fear out of your life.
A. Because Christ was Paul’s victory, Paul had courage, Phil.1:12, 19-23.
[image: image2.wmf]Victory means being triumphant over every difficulty.  Satan tried to discourage Paul and silence his testimony by having him put in prison.  Paul proved that Christ had made him more victorious than the soldiers who seemed to have conquered him.  He was not defeated.  In 1:12-18 read how Paul’s imprisonment helped the work of preaching the Gospel.  God works in the same way today.  
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Why?  He had witnessed to his hospital roommate and the roommate had accepted the Lord Jesus as his personal Savior.  –And, incidentally, the Trojans won!  God will win similar victories for you in difficult places.  This was the truth that Paul learned and then taught to the Philippians.  He wanted them to depend upon Christ to give them courage for hard things.
Are you afraid of what may happen in the future?  Look at verses 19-23 and see how much courage for the future Christ gave to Paul.  He was absolutely positive that Christ would give him victory the next minute, the next day, month, year—and  forever.  He meant it when he wrote, “I know!” (1:19, 25).
What had he to fear

With his Lord so near

To strengthen and to cheer

Through every passing year.

Christ was right there with Paul.  Christ was in him.  Paul could depend upon Christ to keep him from being defeated.  Read verse 20 again.  Did even the threat of being killed scare him?  The secret of such spiritual success is found in the next verse (1:21).  As long as Paul let Christ live His victorious, resurrection life in and through him, nothing could defeat him.  Even the thought of death didn’t fill Paul with fear. 
[image: image4.wmf]He was not afraid to die.  This young man, like Paul, was depending upon Christ.  Christ did not fail him.  He will not fail you.

B. Because Christ was Paul’s Victory, Paul could encourage others, Phil 1:13-18, 25-30.
By his example Paul encouraged others.  Christians who were suffering thought of Paul as he sat in a damp, dirty prison cell, chained to guards.  Instead of being discouraged, he preached, prayed, dictated letters, and talked to his friends.  All around him were rough, unsaved soldiers and prisoners.  These heard the Gospel and soon it spread to the palace, to the 10,000 Roman soldiers stationed in that area and then out into almost every part of the world.  One person telling another is like dropping a rock in still water.  Like the ripples in the water, Paul’s courageous stand for Christ spread encouragement everywhere (1:13).  What a comfort this was to those who were suffering for Christ.  What a challenge it was to all Christians to speak boldly for Christ.  Christians thought of all Paul was suffering and were more willing to serve the Lord “without fear” (1:14).  Notice, as you read 1:12-18, that even people who did not like Paul preached the Gospel more boldly because of Paul’s imprisonment.  Paul rejoiced in this.  It did not matter who preached, or even why they preached, as long as they told others the way of salvation.
Paul encouraged others by his teaching (1:25-30).  God had used Paul to start the church at Philippi.  Always after that Paul was faithful to teach them by letters and during his visits to them.  The chief reason he wanted to live longer was to encourage them by his letters and by other visits in Philippi.  Read 1:23-26.  Some of Paul’s helpful teaching is found in verse 27-30.  See, as you read these verses, how Paul urged the Philippians to let Christ make them courageous.  Their victorious lives were to be a good testimony to Christ (1:27a), to Paul (1:27b), and their enemies (1:28).
C. Because Christ is my victory, He gives me courage, Phil. 1:12-20; 4:13.
There are two things in chapter one that encouraged Paul.  God’s Word was being preached (1:18) and His will was being done (1:20).  Christ is seeking to encourage you today.  His word is preached in many Bible-believing churches.  There are many Gospel radio broadcasts.  You can read the hundreds of promises in your Bible.  Your treasure hunt in Philippians should make you bold to do God’s will also.  What the Lord requires of you is willingness to be made courageous for him.  Welcome this courage and say “goodbye” to fear.
Christ is the answer to my every need.
(
Be sure to keep all your lessons in a notebook. 

Christ is my Victory

1. The second “treasure” we find in Philippians is ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___.

2. This treasure Christ gave Paul can be yours too.  Read Phil. 1:12-30 

and write the words that tell about courage given in first paragraph of 

your lesson.

“_____________________________”, “__________________________”,

 “______________________”, “_____________________________”, 

“__________________________”, “______________________”

3. Because ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ was Paul’s victory, Paul had courage.  

Phil. 1:12, Phil 19:23. Victory means being t______________________ (or to win) 

over every difficulty.

4. Complete the verse.  In Phil. 1:21 Paul said “For me __________________________

_____________________________________________________________________.”

5. Are you afraid to die?     Yes ______         No ______

6. The example Paul set encouraged others around him.  Paul was in

 ____ ___ ___ ____ ___ ___.  Instead of being discouraged he 

p ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___, p ___ ___ ___ ___ ___, 

dictated _l_ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ and 

 t  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ to his friends.

7. Two things in chapter one of Philippians encouraged Paul.  (See Paragraph C) 

These were: G_______________________ W__________________ was being 

preached (1:18) and H_______________________ W__________________  

was being done (1:20).

8. True or False:  Because Christ is my victory He gives me courage.  

True _____________  False ___________

9. I am in the __________ grade.

Return Answers to: Camp Grace, Attn: Bible Lessons, 145 Grace Drive, Fairmont, NC 28340 
It was the last half of the first quarter of the football game between the Red Coats and the Trojans.  The Trojans were winning, 7 to 6.  As the Trojan captain was running for a touch down he was tackled by the Red Coats.  In the scramble his leg was broken.  This was a terrific blow to the team and to their captain.  But later he said it was the most wonderful thing that had ever happened to him.





During World War II an 18 year old Belgian soldier who was a Christian was condemned to death by the Nazi rulers.  While riding in the truck to face the firing squad he sang “Rock of Ages” and “Jesus Lover of My Soul.”  Others with him were cursing and trying to throw themselves out of the truck.  When they tried to blindfold him he said, “I want to go to my Lord with my eyes open.”
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