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                                                                           Lesson 5

       Fear is One of the Greatest Enemies in Winning Others to Christ
► Carefully read and keep your lesson, you will need it to answer the questions in Lesson 9.
A. [image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]A. Fear keeps many Christians from soul-winning.
[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]         The most difficult thing in soul-winning is to get Christians to try it.  A lawyer who was the teacher of a large Sunday school class was asked by his pastor to try to win to Christ another lawyer who attended his class regularly.  The teacher said something about being too busy and asked the minister to come back later.  The wise pastor returned the next day.  The lawyer handed him a check for several hundred dollars, asking that it be used for missionary work.  The lawyer also said that he was very busy in court and would not have time to talk to the other lawyer about Christ.  After the pastor talked with him for a while, he broke down and said that he was simply afraid to speak to the member of his class about accepting Christ.  This is the trouble with most Christians – they are afraid to try to win their lost friends to the Lord Jesus.  They would stop at nothing to rescue them from a burning building and yet they are afraid to try to save them from the fires of hell and from being separated from God forever. 
B. [image: image5.wmf]Fear comes from Satan.
               Satan tries to put fear into the hearts of Christians to keep them from talking to others about Jesus becoming their personal Savior.  Fear is a deadly enemy!  It keeps thousands of believers from seeking to win souls.  However, you need never be in doubt as to who sends this fear.  It always comes from Satan.  Read through your lesson from Year 1, Lesson number 2 again.
C. God says, “Fear not.”

[image: image6.wmf]             It gives us great joy, comfort and strength to know God says, “Fear not.”  Behind these two words is God’s power to give us courage and everything else we need for soul-winning (Philippians 4:6, 7, 13, 19).  All through the Bible we read, “Fear not!”  “Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward” (Genesis 15:1), God said to His faithful servant.  God said to Israel, when they were prisoners, “Fear thou not; for I am with thee” (Isaiah 41:10).  “Fear not,” said the angels – to Joseph and Mary, to the shepherds and to the women at the tomb.  Over and over again we read these words.  I John 4:18 says, “Perfect love casteth out fear.”

 Six Special Kinds of Fears and Ways to Get Rid of Them:
1. “I don’t know how.”

                   So often we hear, “I just don’t know how to win others to Christ.”  Usually this feeling comes from a person not being willing to try to talk to someone about being saved.  The best way to overcome his fear is to get busy.  One man spoke to at least one person every day about accepting Christ as Savior.  Start today.  No one can learn to play the piano, drive a car, or do anything without beginning or starting to.
2. “I’m afraid I’m not able to do it.”

                “There are many who can do it so much better than I can” is another excuse suggested by Satan.  While hundreds of people near us are dying and going to endless suffering in hell, Christians should not let this keep them from telling unsaved people the way to Heaven before it is too late.  Remember, God can use you if you let Him.  Gideon was afraid to do the work the Lord asked him to do because of his poor family (Judges 6:16, 16).  Jeremiah feared he could not do God’s work because he was a timid [image: image7.wmf]person (Jeremiah 1:6-9).  Fears of not being able to conquer their enemies made the ten spies lead Israel into nearly forty years of wandering in the wilderness (Numbers 13:28-31).  Don’t let Satan keep you from the greatest work in the world, soul-winning.  The Lord will bless even the smallest thing you do to help someone accept the Lord Jesus as his or her personal Savior.  David wasn’t very big when God used him to kill a giant (I Samuel 17:31-51).   God used Shamgar when he only had an ox goad (Judges 3:31) (An ox goad was a sharp stick used to manage animals.)   He used Samson when all he had was the jawbone of an animal (Judges 15:14-16); Dorcas with a needle and thread (Acts 9:36-41);  Gideon and a small group of men with torches, pitchers and lamps (Judges 7:16-23);   a widow with two mites (Luke 21:1-4);  a boy with five loaves and two fishes (Gospel of John 6:5-13).  We don’t need to be older, wiser, or stronger to win souls, but we do need to be willing to use the tongue that God has given us to speak to people who need to be saved.
“No other gifts, dear Lord, I ask,
But only sense to see

How best these precious gifts to use,

That Thou hast given me.”

3. “I’m afraid I’ll drive somebody farther away from God.”
         This fear bothers many Christians.  God won’t let you hurt people if you pray for His help and let Him guide you.  They may get angry but God will use even this to help them remember what you have said.  You will make mistakes, especially at first.  These will help you learn what not to do next time.  You wouldn’t, for instance, try to win a girl friend to Christ as she was walking down the street with her boyfriend.  There is a right place and a right time to speak to a lost person about Christ.  Our part is to give the Gospel to unsaved people at the right time and in the right place.  The Lord will guide us so we will know just when and where to do soul-winning as we ask Him to do this.

4. “I’m afraid people will laugh at me.”
                    Fear of being laughed at keeps many timid Christians from soul-winning.  Anybody can make fun of another person, but it takes real courage to be a soul-winner.  Jesus said that we ought to even be glad when we suffer for Him.  “Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in Heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you” (Matthew 5:11, 12).  Think of the day when in Heaven, Jesus will say to the soul-winner, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” There’s a great day coming by and by!  Christ’s “Well done” will more than make up for all the times we have suffered or been laughed at for His sake. 
5.  “I might fail.”
                    Many are afraid to tell others how to be saved because they think people will refuse to accept Christ.  The only way to get rid of this fear is to believe the promises of God in the Bible (Psalm 126:6; Galatians 6:9).  All soul-winners fail to win some to Christ.  However, this shouldn’t discourage them.  If a Christian faithfully speaks for Christ, some of those he speaks to will be saved.  Fight the fear of failure like fighting a fire.  Keep thinking of Romans 8:37, “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us.”  God expects us to faithfully tell others the way of salvation.  Whether they believe or not, God will reward us if we are faithful.
6. “I’m afraid my life is not what it ought to be.”

       Certainly our lives should honor the Lord.  We are the only “Bible” some folks “read.”  But if we wait until we are satisfied with ourselves, we will never win a soul.  Not one of us is perfect.  We all make mistakes.  God wouldn’t have any soul-winners if He only used perfect people.  Peter, Paul, James, John and all the rest of Jesus’ followers were not perfect while they were seeking to win others.  They did, however, let God take away all their real bad habits, for they knew that these would keep them from being good soul-winners.  Daily they grew more and more like the Lord Jesus.  Their soul-wining itself helped them to be more like their Savior.  If you will talk to people about Christ, you will find that He will make you more like Him.
► Be sure to keep all your lessons, you will need them to complete the questions in lesson number 9.

Solution to the Puzzle in Lesson 4 is: ELISHA


1. God has given us some wonderful promises to help us when we are afraid.  

Read Genesis 15:1; Isaiah 41:10, 13; Joshua 1:9.  

Memorize and write out the one verse you like best.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2. One of the greatest enemies in winning others to Christ is _________________________.

3. Who tries to make a Christian afraid to win souls? _______________________________.

4. Write out six special kinds of fear in this lesson:

___________________________________________________________

a) ___________________________________________________________

b) ___________________________________________________________

c) ___________________________________________________________

d) ___________________________________________________________

e) ___________________________________________________________

5. Read Paragraph E again and give the names of two people in this paragraph 

who were Not Afraid and whom God used to do a great thing.

a) ____________________________________  

b) _____________________________________

6. I need to be willing to use the t________ that God has given me to speak to 

people who needed to be saved.

Circle the correct answer: Jesus said we should be (sorry, glad, discouraged, angry) when we suffer for Him.

7. The best way to get rid of the fear of failing to win a soul is to __ __ __ __ __ __ __ the promises of God in the Bible and get busy witnessing.

True or False

8. There is a right and wrong time and place to speak to a lost person about Christ. _____________

9. The Lord will guide us so we will know just when and where to do soul-winning. ______________

10. I should wait till I am perfect before I start winning souls. ________________

11.  I am in the ____________ grade.

► Keep all your lesson sheets together because you will need them for the last lesson!

Return Answers to:

Camp Grace

Attn. Bible Lessons

145 Grace Drive

Fairmont, NC 28340

DANGER!


Satan is loosed in the world.  Be on guard!





FEAR NOT!


God is with you to deliver you!





Name___________________________________   Date: ______   Phone # __________________ 


Mailing Address ______________________________ City_____________ State ____  Zip_______
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